










 Upcoming Programs

Marketing Mastery Seminar Series: 
Maximizing the Power 
of Electronic Marketing 

Location: Scranton
Date: Wednesday, October 1
Time: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Cost: $35 Per Person

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Milford
Date: Friday, October 3 
Time: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Cost: FREE

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Stroudsburg
Date: Friday, October 3 
Time: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Cost: FREE 

Small Business Institute

Location: Wilkes-Barre
Date: Tuesdays, 
October 7 – November 25 
Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Cost: $149 Per Person 

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Tunkhannock
Date: Wednesday, October 8 
Time: 11:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Cost: FREE

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Montrose
Date: Wednesday, October 8 
Time: 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Cost: FREE 

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Wilkes-Barre
Date: Tuesday, October 14 
Time: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Cost: FREE

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Lehighton
Date: Tuesday, October 14 
Time: 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Cost: FREE

Small Business 
Resource Clinic 

Location: Scranton
Date: Thursday, October 16 
Time: 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Cost: FREE

Small Business 
Resource Clinic

Location: Honesdale
Date: Thursday, October 16 
Time: 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Cost: FREE
 
Marketing Mastery Seminar Series: 
Marketing With Emerging 
Technology and Social Media 

Location: Scranton
Date: Wednesday, November 5
Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Cost: $35 Per Person

Go Green Business Summit 

Location: Clarks Summit
Date: Wednesday, November 12
Time: 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM
Cost: $50 Per Person

Building Better Credit 

Location: Stroudsburg
Date: Thursday, November 13
Time: 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
Cost: Free

Trends in Human 
Resource Management: 
A Panel Discussion

Location: Scranton
Date: Wednesday, December 3
Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Cost: $35 Per Person

ASK SCORE

Free Financing For Small 
Businesses? Not Quite.
This article is provided by the Greater
 Scranton Area SCORE Chapter

Despite advertisements to the contrary, no federal 
government agency—including the Small Business 
Administration—offers grants to start or expand 
small businesses.  

The SBA does administer several loan programs in 
partnership with local lenders, community devel-
opment organizations, and micro-lending institu-
tions (agencies that specialize in limited, short-
term fi nancing), such as MetroAction. SBA backs 
those loans with a 
guaranty against 
non-payment that 
eliminates some of 
the partner’s risk.  In 
other words, your 
application for an 
SBA-backed loan is 
actually an applica-
tion for a commer-
cial loan structured 
according to the 
SBA’s requirements.  

Depending on 
where you live, your 
small business may 
be eligible for as-
sistance from state 
and local eco-
nomic development 
agencies.  Most 
often, the assistance 
takes the form of 
workspace, training, and administrative support 
for start-ups; reduced rates on existing offi ce or 
production space; and tax incentives.  Others 
sponsor micro-loan programs for specifi c business 
types such as childcare and fi rms that locate in or 
support designated enterprise zones.

Established small businesses can apply for federal 
grants to carry out various publicly mandated ser-
vices or programs. More information is available 
at grants.gov, a central storehouse of information 
on over 1,000 grant programs from 26 federal 
agencies.

Another source for researching potential grant op-
portunities is The Foundation Center’s Foundation 
Directory Online at fconline.fdncenter.org. 

For more assistance with creating a fi nancing 
strategy for your new or growing small business, 
contact SCORE “Counselors to America’s Small 
Business.” SCORE is a nonprofi t organization of 
more than 10,500 volunteer business counselors 
who provide free, confi dential business counseling 
and training workshops to small business own-
ers. Call (570) 909-1942 or visit www.scorescran-
ton.org to contact the Greater Scranton Area 
SCORE Chapter. 

Greater Scranton Area SCORE Chap-
ter Chair, Gene Schimelfenig




